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Come as you areé 

Leave transformed!  

Come...be uplifted by the 

Spirit and strive to follow 

Godõs path for you! 
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The month of April begins.  And this year it moves quite quickly from joyful 
proclamations, to the power and poignancy of the Last Supper, then on to 
betraying, abandonment, prayer, violence, and a feeling of hopelessness at the 
end of Holy Week. 
  
Then, ñAfter the Sabbath, as the first light of the new week dawned, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary came to keep vigil at the tomb.  Matthew 28:1 
  
I love the variety of details of the Easter story that we encounter in the gospels. 
The number of women, the presence of the burial spices or not, angels, 
guards, gardeners and disciples.  All those details fall away for me this year as 
I consider the women.  It is all about what they do.  Here is a list one of the 
commentators provides:  ñThey follow, they provide, they watch, and they wait, 
and they go in order to see. And when they are told to go tell the disciples, 
wherever they have been hiding, that they must go back to Galilee where they 
will see Jesus, the women depart quickly to carry out the task.ò 
  
This month we will live through this transforming story once more and like the 
women we will follow and provide and watch and wait.  And we come together 
in worship and praise, we will indeed see Jesus!  We will see him in the faces 
of those we meet.  The colors and sweet scents of the flowers and candles that 
decorate our sanctuary will call him to our minds.  And he will be present with 
us at that table where we will break bread and read the passion story as the 
light goes out.  And we will see him spring into life as, on Easter morning, we 
light the Paschal candle once more. 
 

Get out of bed, Jerusalem! 
Wake up. Put your face in the sunlight... 
The whole earth is wrapped in darkness, 

all people sunk in deep darkness, 
But God rises on you 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÓÕÎÒÉÓÅ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÂÒÅÁËÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÙÏÕȢ 
Isaiah 60:1-6 

 

Blessings,  
Pastor Lisa 
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Church Newsé 

 

 
The Adult Bible Study meets in the 
parlor on Sunday mornings at 9:00am. 
Note: We will not meet on Easter 
Sunday morning. We are reading and 
discussing the Letter of James during 
April. It is widely thought that James is 
the half-brother of Jesus and that he 
became an apostle as one who had seen 
and believed in the Lord after His 
resurrection. He was one of the leaders 
of the church of Jerusalem and Paul 
called him one of the pillars of that 
church. This letter looks a bit like the 
Old Testament book of Proverbs 
dressed up in New Testament clothes. 
James encourages practical action for 
those who want to live a faithful life - 
it's imperative that we act like God's 
people. He puts forward direct 
commands that remind us that 
accepting Christ should produce real 
life changes. He admonishes men and 
women to stop being hypocritical and 
to "walk the walk"! He asks that we 
examine how we speak and relate to 
others, treat the less fortunate and face 
hardships and challenges. Each Sunday 
we are learning together, asking 
questions and sharing ideas that help us 
use scripture as a guide for our lives 
today! Join us - you are always 
welcome!! 
 

 
 
 

Meeting the 4th Saturday each 
month from 10 AM until Noon.  Call 
Barb Mazzei for info: 860-379-2900 
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Inspiring Quotes: 
òI sit beside the fire and think 

Of all that I have seen 

Of meadow flowers and butterflies  

In summers that have been 

Of yellow leaves and gossamer 

In autumns that there were 

With morning mist and silver sun  

And wind upon my hair  

I sit beside the fire and think 

Of how the world will be  

When winter comes without a spring  

That I shall ever see 

For still there are so many things 

That I have never seen 

In every wood in every spring 

There is a different green 

I sit beside the fire and think 

Of people long ago  

And people that will see a world  

That I shall never know 

But all the while I sit and think 

Of times there were before 

I listen for returning feet  

And voices at the dooró 

ɳ J.R.R. Tolkien 
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Worship Choir rehearsals on Tuesday 
evenings at 5:30 PM in the Sanctuary. 
Sunday Services: April 2,9,16 and 30. 
 
Muddy Boots Praise choir will be 
rehearsing at 9:00 AM on April 9, and 
singing as well. 
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²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ 
ŜŀŎƘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŀǘ р ta ŀǘ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 
[ƛǎŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Monday after Easter. 
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Choir  
Notes 
 

ά9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƛǎΧ 
 

Joining in a birdsong, 
Eying an early sunrise, 
Smelling yellow daffodils, 
Unbolting windows and doors, 
Skipping through meadows, 
Cuddling newborns, 
Hoping, believing, 
Reviving spent life, 
Inhaling fresh air, 
Sprinkling seeds along furrows, 
Tracking in the mud. 
 

9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ 
ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦέ  
φ Richelle E. Goodrich 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parable of the Butterfly 
by 

Dr. Ralph F. Wilson 

 
 

As a butterfly soared overhead, one 
caterpillar said to the other, "You'll 
never get me up in one of those 
things." 
 

Yet for every caterpillar the time 
comes when the urge to eat and 
grow subsides and he instinctively 
begins to form a chrysalis around 
himself. The chrysalis hardens and 
you'd think for all the world that the 
caterpillar is dead. 
 

But one spring morning the life 
inside the chrysalis begins to writhe, 
the top cracks open, and a 
beautifully-formed butterfly 
emerges. For hours it will stand 
stretching and drying its wings, 
moving them slowly up and down, 
up and down. And then, before you 
know it, the butterfly glides aloft, 
effortlessly riding the currents of the 
air, alighting on flower after 
gorgeous flower, as if to show off its 
vivid colors to the bright blossoms. . 
 

Somehow, the miracle of the 
butterfly never loses its fascination 
for us. Perhaps because the 
butterfly is a living parable of the 
promise of resurrection. 
 

On Easter morning the disciples saw 
Jesus' grave clothes lying on the cold 
slab still wrapped round and round 
the corpse. Only the corpse was 
gone, much like an empty chrysalis 
deserted by a butterfly who has left 
to soar free. "He is risen as He said," 

an angel told the incredulous 
disciples. Later that day he appeared 
to the disciples, and then, over the 

course of the next few weeks, to as 
many as five hundred people at one 
time. Even "Doubting Thomas" didn't 
doubt for long that Jesus was really 
risen from the dead. 
 

What do we Christians say in the face 
of death? There are many mysteries. 
But two things we know for sure. 
First, death is an enemy. Away with 
the sentimentality that vainly seeks 
to disguise death's insult! But 
second, and more important, Jesus' 
resurrection from the grave is God's 
proof to us that death is not the end. 
The empty tomb and Jesus' Spirit 
within us testify that Easter morning 
is God's triumph over death. And 
ultimately, Jesus promised, God will 
raise from the dead us who believe in 
His Son. 
 

Why do Christians gather on Easter 
morning? To show off their fine 
clothes or give a ritual tip of the hat 
to religion? God forbid! Rather we 
gather to celebrate Jesus' victory 
over death itself. For since He is our 
Lord and our Savior, His victory is our 
victory. In celebrating His 
resurrection we celebrate our own 
assurance of ultimate triumph over 
death. 
 

Join us this Easter as we celebrate 
Life! And if you look closely Easter 
morning, you might even see a 
butterfly alight on the lilies. 
 
 

 

Spring Clean-UP Dayé 

 
 

APRIL 8 th 

8 AM until Noon 

 

Come on down and 

lend a hand! 
FREE coffee and donuts!   

 
hheheheheheh 

Superman 
 

For a lot of people, Superman 

is and always has been, an 

American Hero. 

He stands for what we believe 

is the best within us: limitless 

strength tempered by 

compassion that can bear 

adversity and emerge stronger 

on the other side.  

He stands for what we all feel 

we would like to  

be able to stand for,  

when standing is the hardest. 

-J. Michael Straczynski 

 

Remind you of anyone? 



 

Easter Flower 

Order Form 

2017 

 

Easter Flowers are placed on the altar Easter Sunday and may be purchased in memory or 

honor of family, friends and loved ones. 

 

All flowers are in 6ò pots for $8.00/each    Name/Family purchasing______________________________  

         Number of pots 

 

Dedications:  In Memory or In Honor  Tulip    Daffodil     Lily        Hyacinth  

 

Whom: _____________________________  _____    ________ _____     ________ 

Given by: ___________________________ 

 

Whom: _____________________________  _____     ________     _____     ________ 

Given by: ___________________________ 

 

Whom: _____________________________  _____    ________ _____     ________ 

Given by: ___________________________ 
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On Good Friday, April 14th for a 7:00 viewing  

Mel Gibsonôs Passion of the Christ. 
Warning:  May not be appropriate for young viewers.  

Rated R for sequences of graphic violence 


