
 
 
          ere we are standing on the threshold of another new year.  It stretches              
          out before us with all the hope and promise that every new year brings.  
I am especially excited about this new year and our life and work together at 
First Church. 
 

Do you know what a threshold is?   It is a strip of wood, metal, or stone forming the 
bottom of a doorway and crossed in entering a house or room.  A threshold takes you 
from one place into another, and when you're about to start something new, you're 
also on a threshold. 
 

A threshold is a point of departure or transition, the starting point of an 
experience or adventure.  That is where we are as 2017 begins!  We are on 
the verge of an adventure! 
 

Revitalizing First Church and taking it to the next level in growth and service is 
one of the charges I was given when I was called to be your pastor.  Exciting 
work, I say.  And 2016 found us getting busy with many things.  (For more 
details see my annual report) 
 

At we begin 2017, we will continue the challenge.  We will seek to find a 
balance between that comfortable place that brings us peace of mind and 
spirit and the uncertainty of change and risk.  And our guiding question:  In 
Service of WHAT? 
What a great question at the start of a new year. 
 

As we seek to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ, as we search for ways to 
serve Him, we need to ask this question.  Our answers will be unique and 
quite different depending on our generation and our age and our role in the 
church.  For the younger generation, there is a quest for adventure and 
learning.  For the next generation, the focus is family and building a life.  For 
older generations, the focus is on relationships and connections and work. 
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First Church of Winsted  
Come as you areé 

Leave transformed!  

Come...be uplifted by t he 

Spirit and strive to follow 

Godõs path for you! 

 

 

Check us out 

online!    

www.firstchurchof

winsted.org  

 

Like us on 

Facebook! 
 

 

Word from the Pastor  

 

Pastor's Winter 
Office Hours 

Due to cold Pastor Lisa will be in her church office 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 to 1. 
Other days she will work from home. 

You can always reach her on her cell:  860-908-7913 
 

H 

 

http://www.firstchurchofwinsted.org/
http://www.firstchurchofwinsted.org/


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Newsé 

Pastorôs Word Continued 

We are called to ask this question in 2017, for 
ourselves as individuals and as a church. 
How we will we proceed to find the answers?  
First for us as individual people of faith we 
can follow the star!  Last year I introduced to 
you the star guides.  You select a paper star 
at random on Epiphany Sunday or any 
Sunday in January.  That star contains a word 
to contemplate and guide you in 2017.  My 
word last year was dignity.  I didnôt quite know 
what that meant so I used it in my prayers 
and meditations.  I invite you to get a star and 
use it.  The second step will come in February 
as the leadership of the church has its annual 
retreat.  They will use this question to 
brainstorm and form an action plan for 2017. 
 

As I drive around the area every day I am 
confronted with construction areas of all sorts.  
There is frustration and angst as I encounter 
detours and changes to my regular travel 
paths.  I could stay home and not venture out 
until the work is complete.  Not very practical 
or helpful.  I could press on and step outside 
my comfort zone and learn new and 
alternative ways to travel.  As a church, we 
are faced with the same sort of challenges.  
We can stay the course and continue on in 
the same familiar path or we can step out and 
find new paths to travel together. 
 

Here is the sign for 2017 as we move forward: 

 
 
Here is to a great new year!  May God bless 
us as we work together to strengthen our 
church and serve our God. 
 
Pastor Lisa 
 
 

 

 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

CONGREGTION OF  

THE FIRST CHURCH OF WINSTED  

 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 

(Snow date: January 29, 2017) 

Immediately following the  

10:00 AM Worship Service 

 

All are welcome and encouraged to attend! 

 

Lunch will be served!! 

ñHumility has suc h power.  Apologies can disarm 

arguments. Contrition can defuse rage. Olive 

branches do more good than battle axes ever will.ò 

- Max Lucado  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Fair  
2016 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

From Board of Christian Education 
On behalf of the Board and our Youth 
Sunday School, I would like to thank all of 
our congregation for their most generous 
gifts throughout the Advent Season.  We 
collected many wonderful items to bring to 
the Salvation Army so they can distribute 
to families in need this winter.   
I wish to also thank our Sunday School 
teachers for their dedication and time to 
the Sunday School program.  We could not 
do it without you! 
A very special thank you to all the Sunday 
School students for their participation in 
the Christmas Pageant.  It was so 
meaningful to use our memorial 
ornaments to tell the story of our Dear 
{ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΦ   
IŜǊŜΩǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŜƭƭ-
deserved time with your family and friends 
this Holiday Season.  We will see you all in 
2017!  Happy New Year! 
Sincerely 
Barbara Mazzei 
 

 

 
The Sale of Christmas Trees raised $3,789! 

Congratulations to the all the salesmen  

braving the cold! 

 

Caroling at Valarie Manor  

 

Boar�d�V���+�H�D�G���)�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O  
Rehearsals 

 

January 1st 

Costuming 11am �± 1pm 

Preshow choir at Noon 

Dress Rehearsal 1:30 

Additional Costuming  

AFTER Rehearsal. 
 

January 5th 

Brass & Small Choir at 6pm 

Full Choir and Brass at 7pm 
 

January 7 & 8  

Doors open at 3:15 

Shows begin at 4pm 


